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Foreword 

 

Like Chinese, English is a very practical and precise language, but it 

can also be quite artistic and fun. Hong Kong has a long tradition of using 

English for business and trade, as well as enjoying English music and 

movies. English connects Hong Kong to the world and attracts many 

tourists from other countries. English provides a lot of jobs for Hong Kong 

companies. Many people in English-speaking countries care deeply for 

Hong Kong and love its culture.  

 

Learning English can help you to become more intelligent, express 

your heart’s feelings and meet new friends. English can change your life. 

A Chinese proverb states “To learn another language is to gain a new 

window to see the world with.” 

 

Within this volume of Budding Writers are writing samples from our 

students who have shown the ability to communicate clearly, creatively 

and concisely with English. It is the school’s sincere hope that you enjoy 

the skills and care these students have shown in their writing. Thank you. 

 

Mr. Anderson 

Native English Teacher, 

English Department 
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[1] 1B Khan Saqib 

 

An Unforgettable Day at School 

 

I woke up as I did every morning. I was tired because I had done my 

homework until midnight. I got ready for school and slowly walked to the bus 

stop. 

 

When I got there, the bus had not arrived yet. I sat down for a while. 

Surprisingly, when the bus came, it did not stop to pick me up. I was confused 

why the bus would not stop for me.  

 

Although I was very tired, I rushed to school. On my way, I accidentally 

stepped on a dog’s tail. It looked very angry and chased me for 10 minutes! 

Luckily, its owner came and saved me. 

 

After being chased by that dog, I was very tired. I slowly walked to school. 

When I arrived, the school gates were closed. The discipline teacher punished 

me; I had to stand outside the general office for an hour.  

 

After an hour, I finally went inside the school. I saw many decorations. I 

wondered if there was a festival or a special event. Why would the school be 

decorated like this?  

 

When I entered my classroom, everyone shouted “Happy birthday!” I was 

very surprised. There were tears of joy in my eyes. I had never felt so happy in 

all my life. 
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My classmates had prepared many food items and drinks for my birthday 

party, such as a birthday cake, pizzas, burgers, cokes and many more delicious 

food. We danced and sang for hours. It was one of the happiest days of my life. 

I will never forget that day! 

 

( image source : https://govalleykids.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Birthdays.jpg ) 

 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[2] 1D Leung Hoi Ling 

 

Writing a Letter of Reply 

 

Dear Sam, 

 

How are you? I’ve heard about your 

exciting news. I can’t wait to see you in 

Hong Kong! Of course I will help you to 

prepare for your trip. 

 

Do you know that Hong Kong has 

theme parks? Hong Kong Disneyland is a 

famous one. You can go there to celebrate Christmas. It will be so much fun! At 

night, there will be a Christmas Parade. During the parade, you will see some 

beautiful snow fall from the sky. We might think it is real, but it is fake! People 

are always excited to see the snow, because many Hong Kongers have never seen 

snow. You can see some cute Disney characters too! You can also see fireworks 

at Disneyland. They are different vibrant colours. You can buy some souvenirs 

at Disneyland too! 

 

At Christmas Eve, all my family members will gather around the table and 

eat turkey, Christmas pudding and gingerbread men. These are Hong Kong’s 

traditional Christmas food. After eating, we will sing Christmas carols and 

exchange gifts with family and friends. 

 

At Christmas time, Lee Tung Avenue lights up with decorations. All the 

streets and buildings are very colourful. Your phone’s photo gallery will be full 

because you will take lots of pictures!  
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That’s all. I hope you’ll enjoy your wonderful trip in Hong Kong! I’m looking 

forward to seeing you! 

 

Yours, 

Chris 

 

( image source : https://bit.ly/3dg27Lh ) 

 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[3] 1D Liang Yun Hao, Jake 

 

A Letter of Reply 

 

Dear Sam, 

 

I’m happy to hear you will come to Hong Kong during Christmas. 

 

In Hong Kong, people usually eat turkey for their Christmas dinner and 

Christmas pudding for dessert. Some people sing Christmas carols before dinner. 

By the way, turkey and Christmas pudding are very delicious, but the 

gingerbread man does not taste very good. 

 

In Hong Kong, people usually go to Disneyland at Christmas because there 

are many recreational activities during Christmas. There are fireworks displays 

and parades. You do not need to go to Hong Kong Disneyland to watch the 

parade though.  

 

If you want to go to Hong Kong Disneyland, you can stay at the hotel there.  

If it is too expensive, I don’t mind you staying at my home. I can take you to 

other places for fun during Christmas. If you want to buy something for yourself 

or for your family, you must try turnip cakes. They are very delicious. 

 

That’s what we do during Christmas in Hong Kong. I hope that can help you 

prepare for your trip. I can’t wait to meet you! 

 

Yours, 

Chris 
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( image source : https://bit.ly/36LTczX ) 

 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[4] 1D Siu Man Tik 

Life is Fantastic 

 

My role model is the Hong Kong YouTuber, “smiling Boris”. He is my role 

model because he always brings positive energy to his videos and is very 

concerned about the animals and people around him. 

 

Smiling Boris always inspires me to take responsibility. If he makes a mistake 

or does something wrong, he will admit it. If someone needs assistance, he will 

help them. Even when facing difficulties, he still says “Life is fantastic”. 

 

I’m going to do something meaningful! I will help some people in difficulty. 

I will not give up in the face of setbacks. I will try and succeed!  

 

Don’t give up.  

Don’t feel bad.  

Life is fantastic. 

 

( image source : https://bit.ly/33EOJNP ) 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[5] 2A Chow Chin Ting 

 

An Article about Environmental Protection at School 

 

Today I took part in a fun fair organized by our 

school. However, the organiser was not very 

environmentally-friendly. I suggested some ideas for 

our school to protect the earth. 

 

When our students eat in restaurants, they often 

use plastic bowls, plates and utensils that are then 

thrown into the garbage bin. This is extremely wasteful! How can we stop using 

so much plastic? We can bring our lunch boxes to school and wash them. We can 

also buy more recycling bins to recycle aluminum cans, plastic items, glass 

bottles and paper. Those things can all be reused instead of ending up in a landfill 

site. We can even wash plastic dining items for reuse. Reuse is when we use 

things more than once.   

 

I saw lots of games at the fun fair. They looked fun, but many of the games 

were made from paper. Once the fun fair was finished, the paper games were 

thrown into the rubbish bin. The fun fair organisers didn’t recycle or re-use the 

paper. How can we reuse paper? We can use it to write on and do revision. 

 

Also, instead of using a plastic bag to put rubbish into, we can use a cardboard 

box. It is biodegradable and will use up less space in a landfill. If there is any 

spilled liquid or water on the floor, we can use an old newspaper to help soak it 

up. We can also use the newspaper to help sweep up and gather up dust on the 

ground.    
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We should do more to protect our earth. It gives us so much – and we take a 

lot from it. We need to give back and be kind to it – otherwise it will get sick.  

We should try to save more energy and stop polluting the earth so much. Let’s 

help our earth together! 

 

( image source : https://bit.ly/2SEEEtQ ) 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[6] 3A Ngai Hei Yeung, Oscar 

 

Adventures in 2104 

 

When I woke up in the morning, I saw a robot standing next to me with my 

toothbrush and tooth paste in its hands. 

 

I was frightened, “W-who are you!?”, I asked.  

 

“Hello, sir. I am Smart Robot, nice to meet you. I come from a planet called 

Robo. I can do many things, like helping you brush your teeth and making your 

bed.”  

 

I felt safe now. 

 

Smart Robot was very helpful. He helped me clean the dishes, do the laundry 

and make my lunch. I was living a carefree life. 

 

But one day, Smart Robot invaded Earth with his army of giant spaceships.   

 

“Hah! You fool! I tricked you into believing me. You are so gullible!”, said 

the robots as they pointed their laser guns at me.  

 

“If you want to live, come with us. If you refuse, we will kill you!”.  

 

I looked at the news on my smartwatch and saw that many people in my city 

facing the same threat as me. 

 

I then tried to phone the authorities, but those pesky robots used their laser 
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guns to destroy my smartphone. While I was panicking, I had an idea. 

 

I distracted them by luring them to my garden to look at flowers. I then 

sneakily took their laser guns from their armory. I stepped into the garden and 

shot them dead using the laser guns.  

 

“Phew! That was close!”, I thought. From then on, I never trusted robots 

again. 

( image source : https://i.ebayimg.com/images/g/YRcAAOSwvuhdE1Dn/s-l1600.jpg ) 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[7] 4A Ng Erita 

 

The Benefits of Living in Hong Kong 

by Chris Wong 

 

 People keep asking me if I enjoy living in Hong Kong. My answer is yes. 

There are many great things to do in Hong Kong. The wide variety of 

entertainment, delicious food, the breathtaking natural scenery and the inspiring 

cross harbour evening light show are just some of the things that you can enjoy 

here. There are numerous other reasons why living in Hong Kong is great. 

 

The first reason is shopping. There are many amazing shops and malls here, 

such as Ocean Terminal in Tsim Sha Tsai, which has lots of famous brand shops 

there that you can make purchases from. There are more artistic, concept-based 

shopping centres like K11, which displays a range of art works from famous 

Hong Kong designers.  

 

Local markets are quite good to visit too. Just up the road from K11 is the 

Temple Street Night Market offering many cheap clothes, electrical gadgets and 

amusing trinkets.   

 

Next, there are many great theatres and theme parks in Hong Kong. The two 

most famous theme parks in Hong Kong are Disneyland and Ocean Park. At both 

of these venues, you can spend a whole day taking exhilarating rides and 

experiencing the wonderful scenery. 

 

Thirdly, people can eat tasty food like dim sum in restaurants and sample 

savory international cuisines too. There are also neat street food stalls selling  
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local delicacies like fish balls and BBQ pork and rice. Wherever you go in Hong 

Kong, you won’t go hungry!   

 

Another great feature is the natural environment. There are tall mountains 

and lush parks with hiking trails that have lots of trees and flowers. People can 

see greenery everywhere. It is not hard to breathe fresh air when there are plants 

around us. It is good for our physical and mental health. People can go for a hike 

to do some exercise and breathe fresh air at the same time. It’s very easy to get 

in touch with the outside environment and experience nature. 

 

In conclusion, Hong Kong is a great place to live in. There are a variety of 

things that we can enjoy here. Hong Kong is a wonderful place for tourists to 

visit too.  It is so great here that many visitors don’t want to leave! Hong Kong 

is a famous international city with limitless ways to enjoy life! That is why Hong 

Kong is a good place to live in and it is great for everyone. 

 

 ( image source : https://bit.ly/2GElaTL) 
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Teacher’s feedback 
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[8] 4A Lo Tsz Kei 

Online Teen Readers 

 

Nowadays, many people think that teens and young adults are reading less 

frequently. As a result, they are becoming less literate and poor communicators. 

I disagree. Today, young people read online e-books, send texts in games and 

post messages on social networking sites. In my opinion, young people today 

read just as much as their peers did in the past. 

 

First of all, young people don’t like being bored. Therefore, they choose to 

read online for entertainment. For instance, teens like reading e-books with 

pictures and information. This helps them understand what the stories are about 

more easily. Also, young people can learn things more quickly online. Physical 

books often don’t have many pictures or additional information to explain the 

story as online sources do. In other words, reading online is more interesting and 

informative than reading books.  

 

Secondly, young people don’t like spending lots of time reading or having to 

carry many books. It can be inconvenient and very heavy. Young people only 

need to have a phone with them if they want to read. If young people need to 

bring a lot of books with them outdoors they may think it is too hard for them to 

read. They may choose not to read anymore and give up. Thus, reading online is 

much more convenient and less physically exhausting. 

 

Young people today aren’t reading less frequently and becoming illiterate, 

poor communicators. They read just as much as teens in the past, perhaps even 

more. The only difference is the medium they use – the Internet. 

 

( image source : https://bit.ly/3nwRdWu ) 
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Teacher’s feedback 
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[9] 4A Wong Ho Yin 

 

A Successful Pop Star 

 

What I Enjoy Most about Being a Pop Star 

Some of you might think the best thing about being a pop star is fame and 

money. Well, these things can indeed make one feel good for a while. However, 

what I really enjoy the most is being respected by the public. I receive 

recognition from not only my fans, but the majority of the general public who 

recognise my talents and admire the passion and effort that I devote to my music. 

I am truly thankful and appreciative of this. 

 

The Biggest Problem of Being a Pop Star 

As I said, many people have positive thoughts about me. However, there is 

always a small number of people that dislike me ── often for no reason at all. 

They just hate to see anyone being successful and try to spread false rumours 

about me doing something terribly bad. Sometimes, this really damages my 

image and causes me trouble. 

 

What I learnt at School that Helped Me to Succeed 

The first thing I learnt is to have good manners and a positive attitude. There 

are many experienced pop stars and singers in the industry. As a rookie, I always 

stay humble so I can get along well with them and learn from them. 

 

Secondly, I learnt to find a good manager that can look after me. As a pop 

star, you need to work very hard and spend most of your time practising in order 

to give your great performances. Therefore, you need to make sure that your 

manager is taking care of your interests. 
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My advice to students with dreams 

Always prepare yourself – work hard and always try your best! When 

opportunities come, take a chance and never let go. I did not become a pop star 

just because of luck. Always be thankful for what you have achieved. Do not 

take anything for granted. 

 

( image source : https://bit.ly/30N1Bzy ) 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[10] 4A Wong Ka Hei 

 

Report on Bottle Collection Days 

 

The event: 

The Bottle Collection Days were held 

on 17th - 18th December last year. Students 

and teachers participated in this event by 

cleaning recycled bottles and placing them 

in the recycling bin. 

 

Organised by the Eco-friendly Club, the Bottle Collection Days were very 

meaningful. Not only did they help reduce plastic waste, but they also raised 

students’ awareness about protecting the environment and earth. 

 

Problems: 

However, things didn’t quite go the way our club had planned. There were 

several problems that arose that day. First of all, too few students participated in 

the event. Therefore, we couldn’t fulfill the target of recycling 60 bottles due to 

the lack of helpers. This was one of the major problems, and we have to figure 

out a solution in order to prevent it from happening again. 

 

Apart from that, getting the students to follow practical instructions was 

problematic too. After we had cleaned the plastic bottles, some students did not 

know where to put them. Many students seemed confused by the system. I 

thought it was because we didn’t explain it to them clearly enough. This problem 

needs to be ameliorated, otherwise it will cause many issues in the future. 

 

Suggestions: 

After the event, Eco-friendly Club members have given some suggestions. 

We will try to follow them in order to provide better services to our students. 
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First, we will encourage more students to participate by promoting the event 

during the morning assembly. Besides, we will also visit their classrooms to see 

if there is anyone who is keen to join the event. Some gifts will also be given to 

them after the event. This will help attract students too. 

 

Aside from encouraging students to join, we will also try to explain the event 

more clearly to them ── particularly showing students where to put the bottles, 

and how to wash them. 

 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, it was not a perfect event for us and more needs to be done. 

But this was a wonderful experience for the students. Many students said they 

had a sense of accomplishment by doing something practical to help protect the 

environment and alleviate climate change. 

 

( image source : https://bit.ly/3dak2Dc ) 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[11] 5A Hung Yin Leong

 

Support the Building of a New Gym 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During adolescence, teenagers want to have a perfect body. A recent school 

study showed that boys in general wanted to be more muscular and athletic. 

While they want a handsome appearance, their pocket money is limited. 

However, our principal has kindly provided a weight and gym room to students 

so that they can work out for free. 

 

Studying is important, but students’ growth and development are vital too. 

Gym exercises give students the chance to build a fitter, better looking body. 

Students can go to the gym, lose weight and become more confident. A healthy 

body image can help raise students’ self-esteem.   

   

Yet exercising with weights has deeper lasting benefits that extend beyond 

body image. Working out at the gym – even when done properly, does result in 

short term muscle damage. However, with proper rest and diet, the body easily 

repairs itself. Additionally – and more importantly, this process of rebuilding 

helps strengthen our bodies’ natural immune system. The more you exercise, the 

more white blood cells and lymphocytes you produce. These help fight diseases  
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and infections. You aren’t likely to get sick as easily as someone who doesn’t 

work out. There are numerous bacteria and viruses everywhere. Students should 

protect themselves from those pathogens. They have no time to recover 

themselves from diseases as they need time to prepare for the HKDSE. Therefore, 

protecting our body is important. 

 

In short, I support this proposal since students need well-rounded 

development. Instead of a learning machine, more devices for physical 

development should be provided. 

 

( image source : https://media.glassdoor.com/l/78/55/9c/ee/asos-employee-gym.jpg ) 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[12] 5A Lam Wai Leong 

 

Could Robots Soon Run Our Lives? 

by Chris Wong 

 

More and more technological improvements have appeared as the human 

population is growing. People frequently use technology to handle their daily 

needs. Robots are one example. People nowadays use robots in almost every 

aspect of their lives. From making clothes, exercising, to serving people in 

restaurants, robots seem to have become a normal part of our regular lives. But 

have they improved our lives? 

 

My answer is “yes”. Robots are the perfect replacement for all the repetitive, 

boring jobs that require people to do. Assembling machinery, making 

toothbrushes and cleaning dirty cars are just a few examples. Once it is the norm 

for robots to do these types of tedious tasks, there will be more people available 

for meaningful, fun and important work like doing research and inventing new 

products. 

  

Even for work requiring more complex, detailed actions, more robots than 

people could eventually be employed. Complicated algorithms programmed into 

robots can now simulate some human thinking functions required to do complex 

tasks like building planes and doing minor medical and dental procedures. 

 

In China, there are many restaurants using robots to perform tasks usually 

done by waiters, delivery persons and even drivers. What’s more, some schools 

in western countries are now using robot teachers to educate students. In fact, a 

study reveals that when students face a robot, their performance can actually  

improve more than if they had a human instructor.  
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Yet, there are some opposing voices against the use of robots. “Robots will 

eventually replace humans”, chairman of the Anti-robotics Association was 

quoted as saying. This concern is reasonable as millions of people have already 

lost their jobs due to technological improvements. It is just a matter of time 

before many jobs are replaced in part – or completely – by robots.  

 

Instead of complaining though, why don’t we embrace the problem and solve 

it as fast as possible? Instead of ignoring it and wasting time while the problem 

is growing in size, let’s think of new ways to employ people.   

 

In conclusion, the use of robots will be our future. If we can develop and use 

robots properly, we can have more positive changes in the future. 

 

( image source : https://bit.ly/3lnlXan ) 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[13] 5A Lau Wai Nam 

 

Constructive Criticism 

 

To: Mary 

From: Peter 

Subject: Keep up with your work, Mary! 

 

Since we are all team members, I must tell you I have noticed that you are 

arriving late to meetings and falling asleep during them. I am not mad at you, 

but as I am the project leader, I have the responsibility to look after my 

teammates and make sure they are okay. 

 

To be honest with you, our group has many tight deadlines. We need to keep 

up with our work. You are falling behind with your workload. That said, please 

don’t worry. If you have any trouble, you can tell me. I am willing to help you. 

 

Also, I heard that you are surfing the Internet and chatting on social networks 

until very late at night. This is why you are falling behind with your workload, 

As a friend, I must tell you that surfing the Internet and chatting on networks 

until very late at night are bad for your health. You will get addicted to these 

activities and become unable to stop them. 

 

Here is some advice that may help 

you. First, you should nurture good 

habits such as going to bed early and 

waking up early. Also, you should 

reduce the time that you spend doing   
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social activities on the Internet in order to keep up with your project workload.  

 

Moreover, you should do sports and exercise more often in order to build a 

stronger body. If you continue surfing the Internet and chatting on social 

networks until very late each night, not only will you keep falling behind with 

your workload, you will become unhealthy and sick too. 

 

To sum up, I hope you can erase these bad habits and become a more 

responsible person. Please don’t fall behind again. You are not the Mary that I 

once knew. The deadlines are approaching – please keep up. I know you can do 

this. 

 

Cheers, 

Peter 

 ( image source : https://www.hr180.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/blog-header-images-04.png ) 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[14] 5A Michael Lee 

 

Students Need Competitions at School 

 

Nowadays, Hong Kong is a very 

competitive city. People who excel at their work 

can earn a high income and enjoy a great 

lifestyle. If you can do something better than 

others, you will be rewarded. However, the 

battle for the number one spot in any industry is 

fierce and stressful. At the secondary school 

level, life is no different. Students spend many hours both in and outside of class 

learning and studying so as to achieve high marks. But the overall impact on 

students’ emotional and psychological well-being can be quite detrimental.  

Some students thrive under this kind of pressure – others wither. Therefore, is 

competition good or bad for students? I absolutely agree that it is good for them. 

 

First, students can learn to live with the reality that they will have to apply 

themselves. However, they can take reassurance from the fact they will be 

learning valuable skills and developing much needed resolve to sustain 

themselves amidst Hong Kong’s hyper-competitive workforce.     

 

If students don’t learn to compete with their peers at school, they won’t 

survive once they leave school. People from all walks of life in Hong Kong need 

to compete with others if they want to stay in the city. Therefore, students should 

compete at school – it helps them develop. 
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Last but not least, students can learn to encounter triumphs and failures  

through competitions at school. They can face, endure and overcome obstacles. 

They can find ways to deal with failures and defeats in order to win.  

  

In short, competition is good for students. It aids their learning by instilling 

a determined, unflappable attitude. This is essential for success.   

 

 ( image source : https://bit.ly/3d9GYT9 ) 

 

 

 

Teacher’s feedback 
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[15] 5C Ho Ka Yi, Kelly 

 

Smartphones Benefit Young Peoples’ Lives 

 

I agree with the motion that ‘smartphones bring more benefits than 

problems to the lives of young people. 

 

First of all, smartphones can help you acquire knowledge and information 

on the Internet. When you do not understand something, you can research into 

possible solutions online. You can download news-related apps on your 

smartphone. Through these applications, you can learn the latest information of 

different countries and understand what major events are happening. After you 

download the news app, it will notify you whenever important events happen. 

 

Second, you can meet new people and build friendships on your 

smartphone. There are apps of social media platforms like Instagram and 

Facebook. We can find many netizens who have the same interests as us. By 

chatting with netizen communities on our phones via social media, you can 

communicate with others who share your interests and concerns.  

 

The third benefit that smartphones provide is convenience. For example, 

online shopping with a smartphone is incredibly easy. You can download the 

apps of online retailers and conveniently shop online anytime and anywhere 

without going out. Sometimes you need some appliances, but you do not use 

them often. Another example is when you need to go to a bank or a post office, 

but you do not know when the office hours are, you can use your smartphone to 

find the information online.  
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Another valuable use of smartphone is location and direction online maps, 

such as Google Maps, which help you find the places you want to go to. If you 

hold a traditional paper map in the street, it will be troublesome because the map 

is less user friendly. It blows in the wind and gets wet in the rain. In contrast, 

smartphones are much more convenient with GPS map applications. 

 

From these points I mentioned above, you can see that smartphones bring 

many benefits. However, the biggest problem that smartphones bring to young 

people is excessive overuse and addiction. Many families have disputes over the 

use of smartphones. But this is avoidable. Parents can explain to their children 

how much time they are allowed to play each time when they are gaming online. 

All in all, I agree with the motion that ‘Smartphones bring more benefits than 

problems to the lives of young people.’ 

 

( image source : https://miro.medium.com/max/1000/1*goGPwn50r5CuNC_dlXnU9A.jpeg ) 
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Teacher’s feedback 
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